T he 


New Nation 


Edward Bellamy —Editor 


THE INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM OF A NATION, AS WELL AS ITS POLITICAL SYSTEM, OUGHT TO BE A GOVERNMENT OF 
THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE. 


Vol. 3. No. 20. 


Boston, Mass., May 20, 1893. 


5 CTS. A COPY 
$1.00 A YEAR. 


Published every Saturday at No. 13 Winter St., Boston. 


TERMS TO MAIL SUBSCRIBERS. 


One year to any United States or Canadian address....ceerereeeees ccccccccseer $1.00 
Bix Months.cccccsccccccscccecsoce aise sieseierrniesia siceesene eeecccccccccccrcccscss 200 
Three month3..cecc..2.ssecceceses Sseccvecs HOQOLO80 6annd0 aisieisinenicisienaisis siviaielse eZ 
Bingle Copies... .ccscesseseceeee plate slesieg sisinainisiclvsioisie(eisleee'sis\ou 8 c\sie's cccccsccs 205 
One year to a European address......« wae cosiesesenasieies pisivielele=ictsisielele eeeeeee -« 1,50 


THE New Nation is very conjident that those who can once be induced to give its 
cause a fair hearing will become its supporters, and in that confidence announces 
above rates for six months’ and three months’ subscribers, as well as yearly rates. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


One agate Hine, each insertion.......- Paes au ae oben ciscice ec esis siaisie seisinieics\osisic(- $0.08 
JOUER GacnAndasnnononasscmadepesanand Hac oa codcosogganodadnognananpanescgs 1.00 
WiHO-Talt (COlUNMseessscis es coosise sso eceseeserssic cs coe. cco sv cees (ss cesisesicsisis 5.00 
One column..........-.. Maeisioeh aaiceea s/s areimitate olatetemicte slow cVerviteis clcieis ale oleisaioie tera 10.00 
One page coeece.-ceccccccereccccscccrcrces nonsncansaasedsien Asgtvochsocsondasdss ZENO 


There are fourteen agate lines to the inch. Tur New Nation reserves the 
vight to reject advertising arrangements entered into by agents, if, in its opinion, 
their appearance ia not suitable and proper. Special rates charged for preferred 
positions. Special rates for long contracts. 

Tue New Nation is incorporated under the laws of Massachusetts, with the 
game of THE New Nation PuBiisHine ComPAnNy. 

Send Drafts or Checks to the order of THE NEw Nation PUBLISBING Com- 
PANY. 

Entered at the post-office at Boston, Mass., as second-class matter, Feb. 13, 1891. 


A SR ae an eT IT i a BET I BR RE ELLIE EEE OLE LEAR EP LEELA 
ECONOMIC EQUALITY. 


The exercise of irresponsible power, by whatever means, is 
tyranny, and should not be tolerated. The power which men 
irresponsibly exercise for their private ends, over individuals and 
communities, through superior wealth, is essentially tyrannous, and 
as inconsistent with democratic principle and as offensive to self- 
respecting’ men as any form of political tyranny that was ever 
endured. As political equality is the remedy for political tyranny, 
so is economic equality the only way of putting an end to the 
economic tyranny exercised by the few over the many throngh 
superiority of wealth. The industrial system of a nation, like its 
political system, should be a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people. Until economic equality shall give a basis 
to political equality, the latter'is but a sham. 


The Carnegie street company is to reduce wages 20 per 
cent at Duquesne, Pa, and will put up an expensive 
library at Homestead. When Cesar’s will was opened, it 
was found that he had left 75 drachmas to every Roman 
and given his gardens on the Tiber to the people. 


The bill for a rapid transit system in Boston, which the 


committee having the subject in charge has decided to 
report favorably, ought to meet with the oppositicn of 
every right-minded man. It is in every way, by all odds, 
the worst plan yet suggested by anybody and should be 
summarily squelched. 


The Legal and Equitable Way of Squeezing the Water ont 
of Chartered Corporations. 

The encouraging thing about the prospects of nationalism 
as we all no doubt realize, is not what we as nationalists are 
doing, or indeed anything our comparatively small body of 
enthusiasts is likely, with its own strength, to accomplish, 
but the way in which unconsciously other men and other 
forces are working with and for us. Take as a notable in- 
stance, for example, the uprising simultaneously going on 
in all parts of the country against the robber monopolies, 
which have rewarded with abominable oppressions the cities 
and states to whose generous franchises they owe their exist- 
ence. It is for us nationalists who have, as we trust, a 
scientific conception of the full scope and certain course of 
the social reformation, while co-operating with this revolt 
against corporations abusing public franchises, to seek so to 
direct it as to win the largest effects in the advancement of 
our cause of economic democracy. ‘This end, in the opinion 
of The New Nation, will be furthered in proportion as the 
revolt takes the form of a general demand for an account- 
ing between the people and the corporations in question. 
What we mean we shall try briefly to explain. 

The difference between businesses in general and busi- 
nesses having public franchises is perfectly clear. Busi- 
nesses in general are established under conditions open to 
all and enjoy no especial favors from the state. Lighting 
and transit companies, water works, railroads, telegraph and 
telephone companies and other franchise-holding corpora- 
tions, are, on the contrary, established under special condi- 
tions and enjoy the particular favor and guarantee of the 
state. It has therefore been always fully recognized in law 
and practice that the state might and should hold the latter 
class of businesses to a strict responsibility and account and 
should supervise and regulate their methods in the public 
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interest. This right of the state has not been regularly or 
systematically exercised, but it has “always been fully 
asserted and recognized. One of the universally admitted 
powers of the state in regard to such corporations has been 
to fix and regulate their rates of charges. The only limit 
which courts have ever placed upon this right of regulating 
charges has been that they should not be made other than 
“yeasonable,” a blessed word wherein resides the potency 
of a reasonable revolution, which is all the revolution that 
reasonable men want. 

Now what is a “ reasonable ” rate of charges? By what 
test shall we determine whether it is reasonable or not ? 

We submit without fear of successful contradiction that 
a “reasonable” rate of charges for any corporation having 
a special public franchise is such a rate as yields a fair busi- 
ness profit, according to the current standards, upon the 
duplication cost of the plant. Observe the necessity of this 
rule. Other businesses occupying the general competitive 
field have their rates of charges for their commodities or 
service kept down, in a rough sort of way, to the average 
rate of business profit, by the operation of competition. If 
they are making extra profits, rivals come in and divide the 
field. Where however the business of a corporation is 
based on a more or less exclusive franchise, exclusive either 
iu terms or practical effect, the public is without the pro- 
tection against excessive charges, which, in the general field 
of business, competition furnishes. There is therefore abso- 
lutely no remedy for the people against extortion from such 
corporations except legislative interference in fixing rates, 
and when it comes to the rule by which those rates should 
be fixed is there any other so obvious or so just as the rul- 
ing rate of profits in the general business field? If that 
rule is unfair, it is only because it is too’ favorable to the 
franchise-enjoying corporations, seeing that the latter have a 
safety and security in their business which no others enjoy. 

It is needless to say that this is not the rule which has 
been followed. No rule has been followed. The franchised 
corporations have been permitted to abuse their monopolies 
in a manner that has exasperated the nation to the verge of 
forcible revolution. It is time a halt were called and a new 
departure taken. This is what we mean by saying that the 
people of the United States should demand a general account- 
ing with all corporations having special franchises. This 
accounting will involve (1) a rigid inquiry into the actual 
present value of the plant, which will, of course, be its cost 
of duplication. This is the rule in inventories of all other 
sorts of business plants and there is no reason why fran- 
chised corporations should expect more (but rather less) 
favorable terms (2) the fixing of the rates charged by all 
gas, electric light, telegraph, telephone, local transit and 
railroad, waterworks and other franchised companies at 
such a rate as will pay not more more than 6 or 8 per cent 
(according to the rate of average business profits in particu- 
lar communities) on the duplication cost of the plant as it 
shall be ascertained. 

It may be argued that if the state restricts the franchised 
corporations to a maximum profit, it should on the other 
hand guarantee them a minimum profit. But it should be 
remembered that the state gives the franchised corporations 
an advanvage other businesses do not enjoy and is entitled 


to exact,a corresponding special condition. Moreover it,is 


not the state which invites the corporation to accept its 
franchise, but the corporation which begs and bribes to get 
it. 

Undoubtedly the general accounting urged would squeeze 
a very Mississipi of water ont of franchised corporations. 

Take for instance the Boston gas syndicate. It has come 
out in the present legislative investigation that the plant of 
the company does not represent an expenditure of four mil- 
lion dollars, whereas it is capitalized and pays dividends on 
17 million dollars. In applying the proposed rule to this 
corporation, the Legislature would fix the rate of gas per 
thousand at a figure calculated to pay six or eight per cent 
on four million dollars. ~ This would be perhaps 50 cents a 
thousand and the effect would be to squeeze out 13 million 
dollars worth of water, or more properly, of wickedness, 
This would be a drastic operation certainly, but would it be 
anything more or less than right ? Take again the case of 
the Manhattan elevated road of New York city. That-is 
confessedly capitalized at four times its duplication cost. 
The Legislature of New York should find out the duplica- 
tion value of the plant and fix fares to pay six per cent 
interest on that sum. This would reduce the tariff from 
five to three cents at most and squeeze out 100 million dol- 
lars of pus, not water. Will anyone say that it would be 
more or less than right to do this ? 


It is not necessary to mention particular instances. The 


full extent and effects of the application of the principle 


will be readily perceived. It would effect a peaceful econ- 
omic revolution by a method the legality of which could be 
no more questioned than its equity. Speaking locally there 
is not a city in the land which it would not relieve of one 
or more vampires. Speaking generally its application to the 
steam railroads of the country would reduce the capitali- 
zation from ten billions to five, and by a process which none 
but thieves or.partakers of theft could complain of. 

We believe that the conscience of the country is getting 
ready to demand the general accountiug between the fran- 
chised corporations and the people of which we speak and 
the necessary method of which we have ventured to outline. 
As to the relation of this plan of campaign to the specific 
program of nationalism it will be sufficiently obvious. Our 
design is that the people should acquire and operate the 
economic machinery of the country. If this end is to be 
achieved as we hope, by a peaceful method, it will be 
the method of purchase, and the first condition of that 
method is a just theory of valuations. The people must 
not and will not pay for water. Therefore let us all take 
hold acd squeeze the water out. 


True Testimony from a Source not Friendly. 
The Springfield Republican, which with all its faults, 
comes perhaps as near being an honest newspaper as a 
Cleveland-worshipping gold standard sheet can, has this : 


Another western Legislature dominated by the populist element 
has been that of Minnesota. Yet the St. Paul Pioneer Press, which 
cannot be said to be partial to that element, admits that ‘‘the 
session has been unusually prolific of beneficial legislation, while 
but few measures of harmful tendency can be laid to its account.” 
This was also what the opposition papers were obliged to say of the 
populist Legislature of Kansas. Are there any old party Legisla- 
tures of the year of which as much can be said ? 


This is a true testimony. For further particulars compare 
the record of the unspeakable last Legislatures of New York, 
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New Jersey and Ohio, and the Consolidated railroad annex 
which humorists call a Legislature in Connecticut, with the 
populist bodies referred to by the Republican. 

If you can get through such a comparison without making 
up your mind to vote in favor of trying the experiment of 
a populist legislature in your own state next year, your 
brain must be a casemate bomb-proof to evidence. 

As for the present Massachusetts Legislature, we will not 
compare it with the western Legislatures until it appears 
whether the Boston gas syndicate is able to bribe it to con- 
tinue the charter its extortions have forfeited. 

It was said of old, and a mighty good saying it was, 
‘“‘ye shall know a tree by its fruit.” The populist 
party is not yet a tree but only a vigorous sapling, and 
might well plead that it was not fair yet to ask fruit of it. 
Yet by that test, even thus early, we may safely challenge 
the verdict of all honest and considerate men. 


Shall we Turn the Home into a Saloon? 


There are some persons who favor the plan of exclusive 
state management of the liquor traffic, but are desirous 
that a provision be added to it forbidding sales at the state 
agencies for the purpose of consumption en the premises. 
They would favor something, in fact, like the feature of 
the new South Carolina law, which provides that all liquor, 
whether malt or spiritous, shall be sold only in sealed 
original packages not to be opened at the agencies. 

We are: sincerely at a loss to understand what gain to 
temperance or good order can be expected to result from 
such a provision. ‘The main and obvious end of the rule 
is to compel drinkers to take their liquor home for con- 
sumption instead of drinking in public. Is this desirable ? 
We consider that it is on the contrary extremely undesir- 
able. Granting that a man is inclined to drink more than 
is good for him, .about the worst place he can choose for 
the indulgence of the habit is the home circle. If he will 
drink, the place where he should be advised to do his 
drinking is over the bar. The whiskey bottle behind the 
bar may be bad enough, but it is far better there than be- 
hind the pantry door. If a drinking man has to supply 
himself at a bar, he gets his drink and then goes home; 
bat if-he takes a bottle home, he will not get through 
drinking till the bottle is empty. Look at the way the South 
Carolina proyision is going to work. The rule there is 
that no package containing less than half a pint ig to be 
sold. A half a pint contains at least four ordinary drinks. 
The effect of the law is to require a man who wants one 
drink to buy four drinks and take them home, with the 
certainty that, having them handy, he will consume them 
before he goes to bed; whereas, on the other hand, he 
probably would not, unless bent on a spree, have taken the 
trouble to go out to a saloon for them. 

The good people who admire the South Carolina plan are 
eloquent about the bad example of drinking at bars and 
its tendency to encourage others to drink. Granted, but 
how aboyt the wife and children of the drinker at home ? 
Shall we not consider the effect upon them of the example 
of the head of the family, and the temptation to follow it 
which is provided by the bottle behind the pantry door ! 
In considering the peculiarly demoralizing effects of home 
drinking, it should not be forgotten that while the public 
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drinker, unless an abandoned person, is under considerable 
restraint as to self-induigence, from the very fact that he 
is in public, the home drinker is under no restraint what- 
ever, Bad as this low groggery is, we venture to say that 
the liquor consumed there in proportion to the amount, 
leads to less demoralization than that which is sent in for 
from the tenement houses to be consumed in domestic 
carousals. One reason that Sunday in the great cities is 
peculiarly a day of crime is.that the saloons being wholly 
or partly closed, the drinkers lay in supplies for domestic 
consumption the night before. <A large proportion of the 
dreadful deeds described in the Monday papers are directly 
traceable to these family caroysals. If any restriction 
were to be put upon the place where the liquor was to be 
consumed, there would be more -justlfication for a rule for- 
bidding it to be taken home than for one forbidding its con- 
sumption on the premises. 

There remains a conclusive argument of a practical char- 
acter against any such provision as that in the South 
Carolina law, requiring liquor to be bought in packages 
and taken home. ‘The average laboring man is not a capi- 
talist, and in a great majority of cases has not the price of 
more than one drink in his pocket, or at least does not 
want to spend more at one time. If you require him to 
buy four drinks, or half a pint, every time he wants one, he 
will simply go where he can buy one drink, which is all he 
wants and can pay for. That is to say, he will seek out 
illegal liquor sellers, who will satisfy his wants, and in the 
presence of such a demand the state will find it as difficult 
to suppress illegal selling as it does under prohibition. 

Tet it be further borne in mind in considering the effects 
of permitting consumption of liquor on the premises at state 
agencies, that such agencies would be very different places 
from the present bar-rooms. The agent, having no motive to 
encourage the sale of liquor and every motive to avoid dis- 
order or disturbance, would not tolerate carousing, excess 
or loafing of any sort, and it would be as dangerous for a 
man to come into an agency drunk as into a police 
station. So long as men will drink, it}seems hard to 
imagine a place where they could indulge the habit with 
less damage to themselves or the community than such an 
agency. 

As to the South Carolina law, since we have referred to 
it, we will say that while its assertion of a state monopoly 
of the liquor traffic is in accordance wit! nationalist ideas, 
it is otherwise open to radical criticism in many particulars, 
the most important of which is perhaps the profit on sales 
allowed to the agents. 


Pilots Who Have Lost Their Bearings, 


The New York Staats Zeitung, the leading German paper 
of the country, gives up the economic problem in the follow- 


ing terms: 


The tendency to centralization, to doing business on a great scale, 
is perceptible in all branches of indystry. Business on a small scale 
is continually beset with greater difficulties, and is swept away by 
the flood, as it were, without power of resistance. That this phe- 
nomenon is not healthy, and that the consequences are not bene- 
ficial, has often enough been set forth, The tendency has advantages 
undoubtedly, but it works injuries, on the other hand, which we 
cannot conceal from ourselves. But true as this is, it is equally true 
that no effective means of directing this transformation of forces, or 
even of hindering it, has'yet been found. It is desirable and neces- 
sary for society that the numerous class of small dealers should be 
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saved; but it cannot be done with epithens or utopias. We stand 
before a phase of economical evolution whose dangers we perceive; 
but we are powerless. 


We congratulate the Staats Zeitung upon the honesty of 
its confession of the utter hopelessness of the business out- 
look from the standpoint of the old-fashioned system of 
competition, and we commend its frankness to the imita- 
tion of its equally befogged but less candid contemporaries 
generally. The editors of these papers are deceiving their 
readers in assuming to guide them. If they know enough 
to be editors they know, as well as the Staat Zeitung does, 
that the nation is drifting straight toward the rocks and 
that there is no way of saving it which Is consistent with 
retaining the competitive. system and the initiative of pri- 
vate capital, inasmuch as the situation of the country is the 
logical result of .the operation of those very principles. 
Such being the case, does not common honesty require that 
they should, like the Staats Zeitung, frankly confess the 
state of things and give the people a chance to consult for 
their own safety. Pilots who have lost their bearings have 
no business in the pilot-house. 

We agree with the Staats Zeitung that there is no help 
in “epithets or utopias.” The only way out is the substi- 
tution of the idea of the public conduct of all business for 
the public benefit in place of private capitalism. There is 
but one course by which we can escape the rocks of plutoc- 
racy and that is by heading the ship of state straight for 
nationalism. If the present drnnken and incompetent offi- 
cers of the deck disregard the plain logic of the situation 
much longer, the crew and passengers will rise and take 
charge of the ship. 


ANOTHER STEP TOWARD NATIONALISM. 


Milwaukee Advance: “A plan is at present being per- 
fected that seems to indicate the prophetic power of Edward 
Bellamy. Those who have read his highly interesting 
book ‘ Looking Backward’ will remember how he shows 
that nationalization of industries was brought about ina 
perfectly easy and natural manner; how the great trusts 
and syndicates, gobbling up one enterprise after another 
made the transition to public ownership comparatively easy 
and simple. The experience of the past few years has 
shown this transition, but nothing has occurred that made 
it plainer than fhe plan of the Big Four of Chicago that 
they have just perfected. 

“This is a scheme to control the tanning and also the 
shoe making industry of the country. They hold 4,000 acres 
of land at Tolleston, Ind. and are going to utilize it by erect- 
ing large tanning establishments, in which they propose to 
tan the immense number of hides they get in their slaughter- 
ing houses in Chicago. It is claimied that they control 75 
per cent of the hides produced in the country, that being 
the amouut they get in their packing establishments in 
Chicago and other places. They also intend to erect large 
shoe factories to work up the leather. 

Now suppose this plan sceceeds ? Then what is to become 
of the millions of capital invested in the tannery business ? 
What’s worse, what is to become of the poor men who have 
invested all they have in that business? Hence if this 
thing continues, we must expect to degenerate into a nation 
of millionaires and paupers. What shall the harvest be?” 


THE MODERN PIRATES. 


In the days of old 
The pirate bold 
Clung to the rolling seas. 
On the vast expanse 
Where the billows dance 
He felt him most at his ease. 
When he scuttled a boat 
Or cut a throat 
’T was quite convenient then 
To be up in the *‘ Roaring Forties ”’ 
Or down on the Spanish Main. 
At least it was so in the days of old — 
When rogues were timld and honest 
men bold. 


Or if ever the land 
A pirate band 
To pillage and plunder came — 
If to ransack a town 
Or to burn it down 
The devil had made it their game — 
They’d at least hide away 
Until close of day 
With their rakish craft in the still lagoon, 
Sheltered from view by a tropical growth 
Like a bird of prey ’neath the Southern 
moon. 
But that was all in the days of old, 
When rogues were timid and honest men 
bold. 


The sea is swept clean 

From the robbers’ spleen ; 
The black flag flutters down.” 

One may sail away 

By inlet and bay, 
For the pirate has come to town. 

He has doffed his boots 

And outlandish suits; 
He is dressed like the upper ten: 
Disguise and weapon he needs no more 
For filching the purse of the citizen; 
For these are not the days of old; 
The good man is timid and the rogues 

have grown bold. 


Instead of the sea, 
The city must be 
The fount whence fortune flows; 
He will pocket a street 
In a fashion neat 
Without ever coming to blows. 
In a big combine 
.He will intertwine 
Himself with a resolute few 
Who are keen and strong for work ahead, 
And can go with a rush straight through, 
Since they know that gone are the days 
of old 
When rogues were timid and honest men 
bold. 


At a figure high 
Lawyers they’ll buy 
Gifted to make it appear 
That statutes stand 
For the pirate band 
And not for the people dear. 
With whispers low 
To councils they go 
With stock and with contracts and cash; 
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They make them a strange majority — 

The thing is done in a flash — 

For today the people are out in the cold: 
To the rich who purchase; the laws are sold. 


In a major key 
With wicked glee 
Loud rings the pirate’s laugh. 
““ The people free, 
T have chained,’ quoth he; 
‘“‘T have sifted the city like chaff. 
Its streets are mine. 
A harvest fine 
They will bring to my palace door.” 
He stands in the sun and cries: 
“Liberty lives no more. 
Dead and gone are the days of old, 
When rogues were timid and honest men 
bold.” 


A moment hold, 
Gcod pirate bold, 
Be not so sure, I pray. 
All black is THE WEST 
With storm opprest 
That may burst at the close of day. 
The smiling wave 
May prove a grave 
And the seaman’s merry song 
May die, as the livid tempest wrack 
Sweeps the quivering sea along. 
For though we are not in the days of old, 
Rogues may turn timid and honest men 
bold. 


The people asleep 
Poor count may keep 
Of tricks that are played by your crew, 
But THE PEOPLE AWAKE, 
A turn may take, 
Sternly to reckon with you. 
To wrong and greed, right may at last succeed, 
And of outraged Justice the sword 
May be lifted at length 
To smite and slay 
The enemies of the Lord. 
Then our day shall be as the days of old 
With rogues grown timid and honest men 
bold. 
HARPER’S WEEKLY. 


GETTING TOGTHER ON THE LIQUOK QUES- 
TION. 


The New York Voice prints a number of letters from 
correspondents who take it to task for favoring the public 
conduct of the liquor traffic. without profit. We reprint 
the editorial of the Voice in explanation of its attitude. 
It will be seen tha. the position of the Voice is identical 
with that of The New Nation so far as the moral effect of 
the proposed plan is concerned. Our contention all along 
has been that where towns vote against prohibition, the 
law shall place the whole business in the hands of the 
public to be conducted without préfit. We in no way 
interfere with the prohibition propaganda, only maintain- 
ing that it is in the interest of sound government and good 
morals that towns and cities voting in favor of the liquor 
traffic shall be required to furnish liquor without cost and 
through salaried agents, who would have no motive to 
force or allure people to drink. This system would kill 


the rum monopoly from the start, and to that extent 
purify politics. In no license towns also, under this sys- 
tem, the medicinal sale, instead of being abused by drug 
stores, will be carried on by public agencies without profit, 
according to the intent of the law. The Voice in its edi- 
torial makes the following admirable statement : 

“Some of our correspondents entirely misapprehend our 
attitude. We have not, by a single hair’s breadth, departed 
from the logic of the prohibition party’s national platforms. 
The platforms of 1888 and 1892 declare for the elimination 
of: government revenue from the liquor traffic. We goa 
step farther and declare for the elimination, if possible, of 
individual revenue from the traffic. We no more indorse 
the traffic by so doing than our national platform does. 
Our position simply carries the logic of the platform one 
step farther. We have, moreover, in common with all 
prohibitionists, waged warfare on high license as a de- 
bauchery of the public, by reason of the public revenue it 
carries. But if public revenue from the traffic is debauch- 
ing, so are private revenues, and the same considerations 
that lead to opposition to the one must, it seems to us, lead 
to opposition to the other. ‘Free liquor’ would abolish 
the public revenue, and we should be glad to see ‘free 
liquor’ substituted for high license. State control would 
abolish the private revenues, and we should be glad, so far 
as at present enlightened, to see it substituted for any 
license system. If we are wrong in this, then the whole 
line of battle of the prohibition paaty, past and present, is 
wrong. We may not have been felicitous in the statement 
of our position; we assume, indeed, that we have not been, 
since so many seem to have misunderstood us. We do not 
for one instant favor state control as a substitute for pro- 
hibition ; we do not favor it as a substitute for any license 
system. Our friends may misapprehend us and our foes 
may misrepresent us, but all the same the position we 
occupy cannot be repudiated without stultifying the whole 
history of the prohibition party and repudiating the logic 
of its national platform. We have no doubt whatevei that 
prohibitionists generally will see this as soon as the novelty 
of the state control proposition has worn off.” 

It will be well to quote here another prohibition paper, 
the Progressive Age of Minneapolis, on this point. “It is 
astonishing,” observes the Progressive Age, “with what 
speed the principle of the public conduct of the liquor 
traffic is becoming popular. Prohibitionists see very plainly 
that it is the first step that can be taken before their 
ideal prohibition regime can be ushered in, and the advo- 
cates of the people’s party are becoming as zealous over this 
question as over those other questions which heretofore 
have so completely monopolized their attention, It is very 
evident that the public conduct of the liquor traffic will not 
receive one hundredth part the opposition that the prin- 
ciple of political prohibition will. It is also evident that 
the public conduct of the liquor traffic will entirely destroy 
the strongholds of that business, and leave the “way clear 
for the agitation for total abstinence and temperance in 
all things. It is difficult to comprehend why one who 
wishes the annihilation of the liquor business should object 
to a system which will entirely disable the business from a 
financial and political point of view. We have never been 
able to comprehend why any prohibitionist should object 
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of the industrial motive. The World will not move on the 
efforts of the men who live simply to get bread and butter. 
The struggle is not in the direction of work, but of rest, 
which means more time for higher pursuits and better ser- 
vice. After human slavery was done away there came the 
greater slavery of coal and steam, so that the work of hu- 
man muscles is practically over. This is called a material 
age, whereas it is really a spiritual age. A machine is a 
thing for making time. The first gift of industry is leisure. 
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to the destruction of the liqnor trade as a monopoly and a 
political power. We yield the floor for such an one to 
explain.” 


CO-OPERATION THE REAL BASIS AND GOAL 
OF EVOLUTION. 


[Prof. Henry Drummond in his Lectures on Evolution. ] 


What does nature mean on the whole by fitness? Is it 


strength or wildness? Self-assertion or self-abnegation ? 
Is it the animal qualities or the spiritual qualities? The 
struggle for life rests upon two principles: the first is com- 
petition, the second is co-operation. The latter on the 
whole is stronger than the former. It is co-operation, by 
all experience, rather than the other, which forms the 
foundation upon which the world is built. It is the real 
basis of evolution. 

Starting in the plant world we see co-operation of a most 
wonderful nature. The plants themselves cannot move, 
and in order that the pollen may be dropped into the 
fertile petal, moving things must be utilized. Flowers 
which cannot propagate without the aid of insects must do 
something to attract the proper insects to them. To this 
end banquets of the sweetest honey are provided, and that 
they may not be passed by unnoticed the leaves of the 
flower are made beautiful and striking in their color. ‘To 
attract such insects as travel in the darkness, when these 
beauties could not be seen, the sense of smell is appealed 
to by the sweetest fragrance. hus the fragrance and 
variety of these flowers is the result of co-operation, 
Some flowers are so small that they might be overlooked, 
and so, therefore, they club together, and by the aggrega- 
tion of numbers in clusters, become conspicuous. These 
co-operative plants are above all the most worthy to sur- 
vive. 

If we turn to the animal kingdom the principle of 
mutual aid everywhere confronts us. ' Leaving out the cat 
tribe, the dominant animals are nearly all of them of 
sociable characteristics. Horses, cattle, elephants, wolves, 
run together in large companies. There is undoubtedly a 
large amount of warfare and extermination, but there is as 
much and more of mutual protection. The animals which 
are ready to co-operate are the ones which survive. Mutual 
atd is as much a part of animal nature as opposing 
struggle. 

‘Then, as we rise to man, we find mutual help the great- 
est factor in human progress. After struggling alone for 
life, the father, mother and then the children are banded 
together in the first. crude example of the family. They 
no longer find it necessary to struggle alone, as they find 
that they are backed by this inner circle. The odds, hence- 
forth and always are in favor of the combination. 

The results of industrial co-operation are too apparent 
to need exposition. At first every man is able to do any- 
thiug to supply his needs, but by mutual aid the com- 
munity is better protected and better supplied. Then the 
hewers of wood must continue to hew wood because the 
drawers of water have forgotten how. The higher a nation 
goes the less is it able to retrace the steps taken in the line 
of mutual aid. Co-operation becomes a necessity and must 
go on. 

The future progress of the world involves a modification 


Not only the struggle for life but struggling itself will pass 
away. ° 

The world is trying to evolve itself farther, and most liv- 
ing men of the day live for that only. Evolution never had 
such allies. Altruism is begining to prevail, and might and 
selsfihness giving way to conscience and sympathy. 


PUBLIC OWNERSHIP THE ONLY REMEDY. 


“There is not a well-authenticated ease on record,” says 
H. R. Legate in the Boston ‘raveller, “ where a reduction 
in the price of gas per thousand feet has reduced gas bills 
to the consumers.” He instances the disappointment of 
Cleveland, O. consumers when they found that, while 
the price was reduced from $1 to 80 cents per thousand 
feet by the private company, the bills actually increased. 
This is a point to which Mr. Legate calls the attention of 
Mayor Matthews and the citizens of Boston who are fight- 
ing for $1 gas. A Cleveland citizen furnishes the follow- 
ing table of his gas bills before and after the reduction: 


At $1. At 80c. 

1891-92. 1892-92. 

October $2 80 $2 80 
November . 3 10 2 96 
December . 3 30 3 36 
January 3 70 3 36 
February- . 2 70 3 60 
March 2 90 3 50 
Total $18 50 $19 58 


The conditions for the two years’ were the same except 
that during the last six months there was one less member 
in the family. There has, however, been a remarkable 
development in the size of gas bills for which the gas com- 
pany has been unable to furnish any satisfactory explana- 
tion. We subjoin the totals of the bills for the six months, 
October-March, in each of the five years, the first four half 
years being at the $1 rate and the last at the 80 cent 
rate. 


Six months, October, 1888-March,:1*89 $9 70 
Six months, October, 1889-March, 18,50 13 10 
Six months, October, 1890-March, 1891 16 60 
Six months, October, 1>91-March, 189: 16 70 
Six months, October, 1892-March, 1893 15 92 


The aggregate for the six months under the 80 cent rate 
was but 78 cents less than for the last corresponding six 
months under the $frate. It was $1.90 higher than the 
average of the corresponding six months for the four years 
under the $1 rate and $6.22 higher than the six months 
five years ago. Instead of the reduction of 20 per cent 
from last years’ bills there was a reduction of less than 
5 per cent, an inerease of 13 1-2 per cent on the average of 
four years under the $1 rate and of over 64 per cent on the 
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bills of the corresponding half year 1888-89. The question 
“Does reduction reduce when applied to gas bills?” an- 
swers itself after comparing these figures. 


ANOVHER CONTRAST. 


We printed last week a letter contrasting the order and 
system on the world’s fair grounds at Chicago with the 
confusion outside. We clip from the Chicago Evening 
Post the following which certainly cannot be used as an 
argument in favor of privately owned railroads : 


“ Arrangements for handling world’s fair business by the 
roads are in an exceedingly backward condition. Tickets 
have not been prepared, taviff sheets have not been com- 
pleted, outside agents have not been advised as to the 
methods of procedure to be adopted and the whole business 
is in a state of chaos. Frantic efforts are being made by 
officials to reduce things to order, but between now and 
aext Tuesday, when the sale of world’s fair tickets begins 
more work has to be done than it now seems possible to 
accomplish. Railroad officials seem to think that they will 
be kept in a similar muddle to that in which they now find 
themselves throughout the entire period.” 

Hanasomely engraved tickets for the world’s fair have 
been ready for a month. Two or three simple rules were 
promulgated, — two very full and generally very just sets 
of rules, one governing the issuance of passes during the 
pre-exposition period and the other between May 1 and 
November 1. Each head cf a department had the signing 
of orders for passes which are countersigned by the admin- 
istration and issued by a special bureau, with 15 or 20 
clerks and suitable offices. The sorting out of bogus appli- 
cations and the recording and issuance of the proper 
passes, have been an iiamense work. The railroads are the 
result of over a quarter of a century of private organiza- 
tion; the fair of less than three years of public organiza- 
tion. 


CAPITALIZING A GIFT FROM THE PUBLIC. 


Lawyer Dillaway of the Bay State Gas company, who is 
reputed to be 4 millionaire, mgde an elaborate defense of 
the gas ring of Boston last week before an investigating 
committee of the Leyislature. “Thus it will be seen,” 
said Mr. Dillaway, in his explanation of the way several 
gas companies were consolidated and an enormous amount 
of watered stock was put on the market, “thus it will be 
seen that the franchises of these companies, which were 
represented and could only be represented by these shares 
of stock, are of a value above and beyond the mere real 
and personal property to which they held title, and a right 
and title to which, although a gift from the state, was an 
item of value proper to be vonsidered in estimating the true 
value of those properties,” etc. In other words, the gift of 
the people became the weapon to rob the people. The 
comment of the Boston Herald is very natural in this con- 
nection: “We are told, then, that, having received a gift 
from the state, it is competent to capitalize this gift and 
compel the people of this community to pay for all time a 
toll upon a grant unwarrantably accorded. We have not 
looked with special favor upon general propositions tend- 
ing toward what is termed nationalism, but, if Mr. Dillaway 
‘had been retained by Mr. Lellamy and his friends, he could 
not have made a stronger argument than this in favor of 
depriving these corporations of the privileges they now 
possess. Not only are they prepared to immediately capi- 
talize, at an enormous valuation, a franchise which has 
been run through a board of aldermen or the Legislature, 
but they insist that, having once been obtained, this fran- 
chise must be taken at their valuation of it, and has as 
much actual worth as any piece of real or tangible prop- 
erty.” 
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CONCERNING NATIONALISM. 


NO NEW DEPARTURE FOR THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY. 


The Old Parties Bound to Pull Together in the Interest of 
Monopoly. Note and Comment. 

The speech of J. S. Clarkson at the opening of the 
national convention of republican clubs at Louisville was 
a special plea for “new gronnds and new departures.” 
He denounced the exciusive gold standard of money and 
urged the republican party to favor a one-term presidency, 
the election of United States senators by direct vote of the 
people, governmental control of telegraphs, courts of arbi- 
tration and conciliation for the settlement of labor dis- 
putes, improved roads and equal political rights for women. 

The league itself was not equal even to the pace set by 
Col. Clarkson. 


will promote the interest of wage earners, harmonize labor 


It, however, declared in favor of laws that 


and capital through arbitration, suppress the Pinkertons, 
prevent gambling in food products and abolish second terms 
for the presidency. 

A special dispatch to the Boston Transcript from Wash- 
ington says that the outcome of the league meeting is very 
disappointing to the republican leaders at the capital. 
Senators admit that Clarkson made some excellent sug- 
gestions in his speech, but “when he proposes to embody in 
the republican creed many of the pernicious principles of 
the erratic schocl of populists, they propose to draw the 
line there. The only opportunity they see now is 
to take advantage of democratic blunders and endeavor to 
reinstate the party in favor with the people.” 

There is another opportunity which the republicans are 
The 
hint of Gov. McKinley at Buffalo that the people have 
great confidence in Cleveland has been picked up in many 


quite likely to take advantage of in the near future. 


quarters. “ Republicans,” says the St. Louis Globe-Demo- 
crat, republican organ, “have confidence in Mr. Cleveland 
in this exigency because he has been tried in financial 
crises heretofore, and has always fuliy justified the trust 
reposed in him. He has been on the safe side of the 
money question since the beginning, and his recent utter- 
ances show that he occupies it still. On the tariff he isa 
democrat, but on the financial issue he has always occupied 
republican ground. Most of his party is against him on 
this issue, but he is sure of receiving republican support, 
and this, taken in connection with the votes which he can 
control in his own party, ought to be an assurance to the 
people that no harm can come to the country from the 
financial question during the next few years.” 

Both on the money question and on the issues being 
forced by the “ erratic school of populists,” such as govern- 
ment ownership of railroad and telegraph, Mr. Cleveland 
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publican support.” 


It is becoming plainer every day that the tory wings of 
the republican and democratic parties will form a new 


line of battle with the monopolists making up the center. 


The old parties cannot fight each other and the popu- 


lists too. 

The old parties are in no better position to settle the 
railroad question than they are.the money question. They 
are not rigged to fight monopoly. 

The hearings before a committee of the Massachusetts 
Legislature on railroad combinations should set people to 
thinking. The argument of Lawyer Moorfield Storey, who, 
by the way, has been quoted in The New Nation in favor 
of public lighting, water-works, etc., undertook to show 
that free competition among the railroads.of the state was 
imperative if Boston hopes to hold her commercial position. 
What he really did do was to show that the public, which 
is the silent partner in the business of transportation, must 
become eventually the sole owner and operator. He said: 


Let me say a few words on the true relation between the 
commonwealth, between the public and its servants, the 
railroad corporations. These franchises are not given 
away merely in order that the persons who receive them 
may make a personal profit. We do not create a railroad 
corporation, we do not give it the right of eminent domain 
to take the property of citizens, the right to levy toll on 
the business of a whole district, simply that the directors 
and the president may make a profit. These corporations 
are chartered because the public needs the service; they 
are public servants. The financial history of this 
country is full of wrecks — full of ruin wrought to innocent 
men by the action of railroad presidents aud railroad 
directors, who seem to feel that they have the right to 
turn upon another corporation, and, if possible, crush and 
ruin the men who have invested in it in order that they 
may acquire the property themselves more cheaply. 


Mr. Storey explained that the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford railroad had entered into an agreement with 
the Boston & Maine road for the division of New England. 
The Maine road agrees not to seek the control of the 
Boston & Albany or roads south of it; while the New 
Haven road agrees to consider the geography north of the 
Bostop & Albany the “territory ” of the Maine road. The 
outcome of such an agreement is that the traffic between 
New York and Boston passes absolutely into the hands of 
New York capitalists. The New Haven road has brought 
its territory into subjection with the exception of the area 
owned by the New York & New England. Mr. Storey, 
who represented the interests of that road, explainec how 
the New Haven road discriminated against the New Eng- 
land road in freights and passenger traffic. With the 
Pennsylvania and other roads doing the bidding of the 
New Haven road, the New York & New England had to 
choose between appealing to the Massachusetts Legislature 
or throwing up the sponge. Mr. Storey would have the 
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occupies republican ground and “is sure of receiving re- 
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traffic as free as the circulation of blood between the palm 
and the fingers of the hand. ‘This is his figure of speech, 
Such a relation of the part to the whole is out of the ques- 
tion except where the whole systein is dominated by one 
motive, the good of the whole. Certainly this cannot be 
true of any system of private ownership of railroads. 


Note and Comment. 


The California Employer’s association having beaten the 
workingmen in a majority of their strikes, now proposes 
to kill off the “so-called people’s party.”” The association 
knows what independent political action means. 


“The Legislature of Massachusetts,” says the Industrial 
News of Jackson, Mich., has sent a memorial to Congress 
for the government ownership of telegraphs and telephones. 
When the populists demanded this in their platform they 
were assailed by the unthinking rabble and called socialists. 
Well, that kind of socialism is the same kind which gives 
us our public school system and our postal department. We 
want more of it.” 


MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP BETTER THAN PRI- 
VATE MONOPOLY. 


The three hour speech of Mayor Matthews of Boston 
before the Legislative committee which is investigating the 
lawless operations of the Bay State gas company, marks a 
notable advance in executive policy toward corporations of 
a quasi public character. The mayor, to be sure, is not 
ready to declare for a public lighting plant, but it is possible 
that he may be compelled to take that ground as appears 
from the following passage in his speech : 

“There is a spirit of unrest abroad in this land caused by 
the failure of our political institutions to exact from corpo- 
rate wealth a due regard for its public obligations. There 
is a feeling of uneasiness that is spreading more and more. 
further and further, at the inability of the public, as rep- 
resented by its legislators, to control these corporations, to 
comvel them to fullfil their public and their charter obliga- 
tions. If that feeling is not heeded, if our Legislatures 
cannot act between the corporations and the people in a 
spirit of equity and fairness to both, why then, gentlemen, 
there is a remedy right at hand; there is a remedy that is 
being advocated now by some of the most ingenious and 
able men in these United States — the remedy of municipal 
ownership. Now I confess that I shrink from and fear the 
results of municipal ownership; but I say, Mr. Chairman, 
better municipal ownership with all that it involves of 
possible risk and danger to the community than the unmiti- 
gated evils of an unrestricted and uncontrolled unscrupulous 
monopoly ; better that our cities and towns should do this 
business for themselves, wisely if they can, unwisely and 


foolishly if they must, than hand them over to the tender: 
mercies of foreign speculators, who are here for the simple 
purpose of evading our corporation laws and of plundering 
our people. Municipal ownership is the answer to inaction 


on the part of our legislators when cases like these are 
brought to their attention.” 


We earnestly request our subscribers to look on-their 
address label and to renew without delay if they wish to 
continue the paper. 
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NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


Items of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating dhe approaching Breakup of the Present 
System and the Tendency through Business Combinations 
and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. 


Massachusetts. 


Local Assembly 5789, Knights of Labor, at its last meet- 
ing passed the following resolution: Resolved, that the 
time has come when the city of Boston should assert its 
capability and manufacture its own gas and electricity for 
the lighting of its streets, its public buildings, and for sale 
to its citizens. 


The Boston Central Labor union unanimously endorsed 
government ownership of telegraphs and telephones at its 
meeting last Sunday. 


Needham has voted to establish a municipal electric 
light plant. There was no objection to the proposition. 
The selectmen were authorized to put up poles and wires, 
and secure the current from a company in an adjoining 
town. 


In a speech before the legislative committee in favor of 
a union depot at the North end of Boston, Osborne Howes, 
Jr., of the rapid transit committee, said: “There is no 
opposition to this plan except an interested railroad oppo- 
sition. If there is a failure on the part of the Legislature 
to act favorably upon this plan, it will be because public 
opinion has been thwarted and public interests set at 
naught by influences which these railroad corporations have 
been able to bring to bear. I firmly believe, Mr. Chairman 
and gentlemen, that the decision which you and others of 
the Legislature will take this year upon this subject is to 
have a mnch deeper bearing on the general question of the 
railroads of this state than whether or not Charles river 
shall be crossed by an elevated bridge, or the station at the 
North end shall be elevated or at the ground level. If it 
should be proved that no matter how strong the will of the 
people might be, it was impossible for them to have their 
wishes gratified when these were in opposition to the inter- 
ested views of certain railroad corporations, then I think 
the time is not far distant when conservative investors in 
railroad shares will have reason to become alarmed, for it 
will be a deliberate sowing of the wind for the purpose of 
reaping the whirlwind. -If it becomes a question whether 
the railroad corporations of this state are to rule the state, 
or the people are to possess themselves of the railroads, 
then one does not need to be a prophet to predict that the 
latter change will be made, and that if provoked, as it may 
be, it will come about much more quickly than most people 
have supposed.” 


The citizens of Pittsfield are now complaining of the 
rates charged for gas, and if the company does not volun- 
tarily reduce the price, the gas commissioners will probably 
be asked to do so. The present charge is $2.50 per thou- 
sand feet. ‘The stock pays over 12 per cent dividends, and 
sells for $259 per share. 


Oregon. 


The Universal Republic (Portland): Much boasting is 
done by the secular press that, we now have a navy that 
can protect the American citizen abroad. The American 
citizen abroad has all the protection he requires in a well- 
filled purse, otherwise he is not apt to go abroad. What 


the country needs is state institutions that will protect its 
humble citizens at home —that will see that the widow 
and the orphan, the weak and incapable have equal oppor- 
tunity with the strong and capable to earn a living. There 
is something radically wrong in a nation that boasts of a 
navy costing millions of dollars to protect idlers abroad, 
while worthy men, women and children starve to death at 
home for lack of employment. 


Maine. 


The legal battle between the city of Auburn and the 
Auburn Aqueduct company has come to an end, by the 
transfer of the water-works to the city. The sum paid for 
the entire plant was $251,300. 


Pennsylvania. 


The Legislature has passed a bill which provides for the 
supplying school children with text books at the expense 
of the state. 


Indiana. 


Tipton recently voted 419 to 73 in favor of municipal 
water-works. 


&the Coming Nation (Greensburg): Say, brothers, who 
do you suppose put up the 14 million dollars paid railroad 
attorneys last year? Do you think it was not charged on 
the freight and passenger traffic you paid, directly or 
indirectly ? You don’t hear of post office lawyers all over 
the country, do you? Public ownership of monopolies is 
the only way out. 
Lowa, 


The Pottawattamie Chief (Council Bluffs): Cities that 
own water-works and lighting utilities are realizing the ad- 
vantages of public ownership — nationalism. 


Miscellaneous. 


Governors of at least 26 states will be represented at the 
anti-coal monopoly convention called by Gov. Nelson of 
Minnesota to be held at Chicago the first week in June. 
Minnesota will have cheap coal if she has to go into the 
business to get it. 


The St. Louis Republic says the Master Steam and Hot- 
water Heating trust is a conspiracy formed for the purpose 
of depriving the consumer of the benefit of competition. 
In proof of this it publishes a letter sent to firms outside 
the trust, some of whom have already signified their will- 
ingness to accept the terms proposed. The last paragraph 
ot the letter is as*follows: “Neglect on the part of any 
firm to reply to this communication will be accepted aa 
positive proof that they are opposed to any business 
methods looking toward the protection of the trade, hence 
a list will be kept and published of those failing to 
answer.” 


The Star San Francisco: In Paraguay 10-word messages 
are sent for 10 ceuts. Telephones are rented at $2.50 per 
month. Even in that half-civilized country you can tele- 
graph between all points for one cent a word. 


The Plate Glass Manufacturers’ combine has been in ex- 
istence since last January, and the only factory in the 
entire country not included in the deal is the one -at 
Crystal City, Ind. This has forced the plate glass jobbers 
to combine, for they can no longer play one manufacturer 
against another as they have heretofore done. The two 
trusts will work harmoniously together.. The agent of the 
manufacturers says: “It will insure a steady business at 
uniform prices and put an end to rate cutting. It was the 
natural result of combination by the manufacturers.” 
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Capital in 


THE ARMED CAMP OF COMMERCE. 


Capital in 


Capital in 


Capital in 


Trusts. Millions, talamete: Millions, | Trusts: Millions, Millions. 

Acid 2 Distilling and cattlefeeding 34 Mineral water 2 Shot 
Alcohol 5 Dressed beef and ‘provi- Morocco leather z Smelters® 25 
American corn harvesters 5 _ sion ’ Music publishing and in- Snath 1-2 
American wringer 1-2 Dye and chemical com- struments Spring bed and mattress 
Axe 15 bine 2 Naval stores combine 1 Soap 1-2 
Barbed wire 10 Electric supply 10 Nitro-glycerine Soda water apparatus 8 1-2 
Bleachery combine 10 Electrical combination No.2 2 Oatmeal 3 1-2 Sponge 1-2 
Biscuit and cracker I2 Envelope 5 Oil cloth 21-2 Standard oil 90 
Bituminous coal 15 Flint glass 8 Paint combine 2 Starch 10 
Bolt and nut 10 Flour mill Paper bag 2 Steel and iron 4 
Boiler 15 Forge companies Paper box 5 Steel rail 50 
Borax 2 Fork and hoe 1 Patent leather 5 Straw board 8 
Brass 10 Fruit jar 1 Pearl barley Structural steel 5 
Broom 21-2 Fur combine 10 Pitch rs 10 Sugar refiners’ 15 
Brush 2 Galvanized iron and steel 2 Plate glass ~ 8 Table glass and crockery 
Buckwheat 5 Gas [New York] 35 Plow Tin plate 
Butchers’ supply General electric 50 Pocket cutlery 2 Tissue paper 10 
Button 5 Glove 2 Pork combine 20 Tobacco 35 
Canned goods Gossamer rubber 12 Powder 11-2 Tombstone 
Canned meat and dressed Green glass 4 Preserved jelly m’f’g 12 Trunk 3 

beef Gypsum stucco mills Preservers’ combine 8 Tube 11 1-2 
Cash register 10 Harvester 11-2 Pulp 5 Turpeatine 
Carbon candle 3 Hinge 1 Ribbon 18 Type-founders 9 
Cartridge 10 Hop 1-2 Rice 21-2 Umbrella 8 
Casket and burial goods 1 Hide dealers Rock salt 5 Vapor stove il 
Castor oil 1-2 Illinois steel 50 Rubber General shoe 2 Wall paper 38 
Cattle feeders indurated fibre 1-2 Rubber trust No. 2 7 Wateb 30 
Celluloid 8 Iron and coal 10 Safe 21-2 Water-works {pumping ma- 
Cigarette 25 Iron league 60 Safe No. 2 5 _ chinery 
Colorado coal combine 20 Jute bagging Salt 1 Wheel 1 
Condensed milk 15 Label printing Sandstone 1 Whip 1-2 
Confectioners 2 Leather board 1-2 Sanitary ware 3 White granite 
Copper ingot 20 Lime 83 Sash, door and blind 11-2 White lead 30 
Cordage 15 Linseed oil 18 Saw 5 Window glass 20 
Crockery 15 Lithograph 11 1-2 School book 2 Wire 10 
Cotton duck 10 Locomotive tire 2 School furniture 15 Wire rod 
Cotton press 3 Lumber 2 School slate Wood screw 10 
Cotton seed oil 41 Manilla tissue 2 Screw Wool hat 11-2 
Cotton thread combine 7 Marble combine 20 Sewer pipe 2 Wrapping paper 1 
Cutlery 11-2 Match 71-2 Sheet copper 40 Wrought-iron pipe 
Cut nail Merchants’ steel 25 Sheet steel 4 Yellow pine 2 


Free competition has fostered the monopolization of industries to such an extent that the price of nearly every 
necessity of life is fixed by a private trust. We have taken the trouble to prepare a partial list of the more important 
private trusts built mainly on the ruin or surrender of small businesses. he item of capitalization is continually 
changing, as the stock usually increases as fast as new companies are taken into the combination.» While our figures are 
in many cases estimated, they may be safely accepted as the approximate capitalization for the purposes of discussing 
the business situation. -Several trusts we have not even attempted to estimate. Whether we look at the moral or the 
commercial side of the question, the disappearance of small industries is alarming.. Take the white lead trust, which is 
known on the stock exchange as the National Lead company. Its outstanding certificates aggregate 30 million. dollars. 
In 1889 the trust controlled a majority of the stock in 31 companies, including the plant of three smelters and one re- 
finery for the production of pig lead. Over eight mlliions of the stock is water. There is probably not a company of 
the original 31 which is not the result of local combination and rivalry disastrous to small concerns. ‘Tariff reduction 
tends to solidify rather than destroy the trust. Of the 4,047 recognized millionaires, only 1,125 won their fortunes in 
protected industries. g : : 

Among the most dangerous combinations of the land is the Western Union Telegraph corapany. Upon it is based 
a daily newspaper monopoly which has had a tendency to lower the general tone of editovial discussion upon this 
subject. 

The New Nation is circulating a petition asking Congress to take over the telegraph and telephone and run it for 
the people. The spirit of reform now moving upon the waters is economic and practical in tenrper. The people’s party 
has made a record of a million votes as a starter. One demand in its platform is for the government ownership of the 
telegraph and telephone. Let every populist and reformer join the great company that will knock at the door of Con- 
gress next session to demand the public ownership of means of communication. Send fort a petition, a copy of which we 
print below, and request all reform papers to reproduce ic in its columns : : 


[Return to The New Nation, 13 Winter Street, Boston, Mass., by Nov. 1, 1898, at latest. j 
To THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN ConGRESSs ASSEMBLED: 


Your petitioners, the undersigned citizens of the United States, residents of the State of —————— respectfully repre- 
sent that the telegraph service of this country has become a burdensome monopoly in the hands of a company extorting in charges more 
than twice as much as the people of other countries, favored with government lines, are obliged to pay, — a company.that uses to the 
utmost its great capital to eradicate all fair competition, and exerts a banetul control over the press upon which the citizens are forced to 
rely for information. 

We also represent that on the expiring of the telephonic patents, now soon to occur, a similar monopoly in that method of trans- 
mitting intelligence is likely to be established, as grievous to the people as that of the telegraph. 

We therefore respecifully petition your honorable bodies to pass laws establishing a Government telegraph and telephone service 
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Are held as follows, and all persons inter- 
ested will be gladly welcomed at any of these 
meetings : — 


Baltimore. — Nationalist club of Baltimore 
meets Thursday evenings, 8 o’clock, 506 
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MEETINGS OF NATIONALIST CLUBS UNION CONSTRUCTION CO, 


SOLE OWNERS OF 


Union’s Patent System of Sewage. 


East Baltimore street, Room 2. The public] Single Houses, Factories, Public Institutions, 


are cordially invited. 


Boston. — First Nationalist Club meets the 
second Wednesday of each month at F. B. 
DeBlois Studio, 48 Winter street. 


Boston.— Second Nationalist will meet every 
Sunday evening in William Parkman Hall, 
3 Boylston place. The public are cordially 
invited. 


Needham, Mass. — Nationalist Club holds 
regular meetings the third Monday in every 


month. Additional meetings for outside 113 Devonshire St. - - 


work, as desired. E. P. Washburn, Sec. 


Philadelphia, Pa.— First Nationalist meets 
1st and 3d Friday evenings, at Earley’s hall, 
1321 Arch street. 


San Francisco, Gal.— The Pacific Club 
holds weekly Sunday evening propaganda 
meetings, at 9094 Market street. 


South Dakota. — Milbank Nationalist Club 
meets the second and fourth Saturday even- 
ings of each month at the Review office. A 
cordial invitation extended to all to attend 
and participate in the discussions. 


Altruist Meetings are held every Sunday 
at 3 p. m., in Rooms 55, No. 2 N. 4th street, 
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and improvement of socicty. All liberal 
and progressive men and women are invited. 
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CLIMAX AUTOMATIC CELLAR 
sycx_ DRAINER, 


I 


: & 
Web®? by, 
© doug eay 
Moe | 
Weeg 


water 

from 

Cellars, 

is Fe i a 
Par cadet pits, etc. 
and carries 

TH E it into the 


CAS MACHINE AND MIXER 
STANDS AT THE HEAD, 


Makes brilliant, smokeless, steady and 
very cheap gas for stores, churches, etc. 


Wri.e for Pamphlet. 
CLARENCE NM. KEMP, Baltimore, Md. 


$ a hundred given for varities of old Colum- 
Cut this advertisemeut out and 


bian stamps. 


return to us with stamped envelope for par- 


ticulars. 


COLUMBIAN, 31-2 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 


street or sewer. 


Towns and Cities provided with this most 
effective and money-saving system. 
Proposals received and Estimates 
made in any part of the United 
States. Persons using Union 
Patents must receive from 
Agents Guarantee Cer- 
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good feed for all animals. 
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CHAS. M. COX & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 
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TO A FIRST CLASS 
AMATEUR PRINTER. 


“The Pennsylvania Nationalist ”’ has a neat 
little job office and a man in charge with plenty 
of work offering. They desire a young man 
to assist; one really devoted to the cause — 
share of profits and a lodging room. Must be 
temperate and not smoke in office. Address, 


The Pennsylvania Nationalist Publishing Co. (Ltd.) 
Room 17. 1312 Filbert St., Phila., Pa. 


| Send 10 cents for sample package. Beautif 
lifts your lamps for months with one package. 


Address, 
Magic Red, Box 88, Crawford, Ill. 


DOMESTIC Refrigerators 
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COMMERCIAL Refrigerators, 


$20 to $400. 
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Trade solicited from other 
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W. H. MORSE, 28 Avery St., Boston, Mass. 


A TRAVELLING MAN 


writes: ‘‘I bave been radically cured of con- 
firmed constipation and all of its attending 
evils without medicines, injections or incon- 
venience by your admirable system of treat- 
ment.’’ A pamphlet on the subject will be sent 
for four cents in stamps. Address, 


THE DILATER COMPANY, 
Canton, Ohio. 
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SOCIALISM FROM GENESIS TO REVELA- Tools and the Man. 


TION. 


By Rey. F. M. Sprague. $1.75. 


A WOMAN’S PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE 


By Caroline F. Corbin. author of ‘‘ His 
Marriage Vow,” etc. $1.50. 


IN HEALTH. THE RELATION OF THE 
SEXES 
By Dr. A. J. Ingersoll, with portrait of au- 
thor. $1.00. 
FIRST DAYS AMONGST THE CONTRA- 
BANDS 


By Elizabeth Hyde Botnume. $1.25. 
A LOOK UPWARD: 
SPIRITUAL SCIENCE AND MENTAL HEAL- 
ING By Susie C. Clark. $1.25. 
SPEECHES LECTURES AND LETTERS 


Of Wendell Phillips. First and second 
series, with portraits. Each volume sold 
separately. Price, per volume, Library edi- 
tion, $2.50; Beacon edition, $1.50 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF WENDELL 
PHILLIPS 


By George Lowell Austin. 


With portrait 
and illustrations. $1.50 


LET HIM FIRST BE A MAN. 
Essays chiefly relating to Education and 
Culture By W. H. Venable, LL.D. $1.25. 
Laurence Gronlund’s Works. 
THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH: 


AN EXPOSITION OF MODERN SOCIALISM, 
Revised and enlarged edition. 


CA IRA! 


OR, DANTON IN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 


stated and answered. 


AN EXPOSITION OF NATIONALISM 
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TWO NEW BOOKS. HAVE YOU READ THIS BOOK? 


Philip Meyer’s Scheme. 
(A Story of Trades Unionism.) 
BY LUKE A. HEDD. 
Every Union Man should read it. 


Every Non-Union Man should read it. 
Every Employer should read it. 


A book of great importance and interest, 
discussing Property and Industry under the 
Christian Law, — including Labor, Compe- 
tition, Co-operation and Socialism, by Rev. 
Dr. WASHINGION GLADDEN, author of 
‘¢ Applied Christianity,” ‘The Lord’s 
Prayer,’’ and ‘‘Who Wrote the Bible.” $1.25, 


Socialism and the American Spirit, 


By NicHoLAS PAINE GILMAN. A fresh 
and interesting discussion by the author of 
‘“‘ Profit-Sharing between Employer and Em- 
ployee,’’ of phases of socialism not often 
treated; it may be called ‘*‘ The American 
Answer to Socialism.’’ $1.50. 


Paper Cover, price 25 cents. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS: 


There is an undefinable something in its 
plet, if plot it may b: called, that appeals to 
every wage-worker, ond every wage-worker in 
the land should read it. In ‘‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’? Edward. Bellamy has given th» world 
a better impulse. ‘‘ Philip Meyer’s ScLeme”’ 
tells in its peculiar way, a story that might be 
termed an introduction to Bellamy’s story. — 
Omaha World-Herald, Oct. 16, 1892. 

The author, evidently a practical worker, 
propounds a novel project for surmounting the 
chief difficulties in the problem of capital and 
labor. The characters are typical employers 
and workingmen.— Christian Herald, N. Y., 
Nov. 16, 1892, 

This is a novel with a purpose. and its pur- 
pose is to show how the problem of capital and 
labor may be solved without the violences that 
commonly attend tbe great social and polit- 
ical revolutions.— Twentieth Century, Dec. 8 
1892. 

If men who work for wages were to com- 
bine on the lines suggested in this book, there 
would be an end to the conflict between labor 
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100 2.00. and certain phases of capital. It is an ideal 
scheme of co-operation.— John Habberton in 
Address, Godey’s Magazine, Dec., 1892. ~ 


THE NEW NATION, 
13 Winter St., Boston. 


Mr Hedd has not solved the labor question ; 
but he is a clear thinker and has done some- 
thing in the direction of its solution. We have 
read the book and cheerfully commend it to 
the careful attention of every man who depends 
on the sweat of his brow for food and shelter. 
—N. ¥. Herald, April 30, 1-93. 
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Cloth, $1.00 each; Paper, 50 cents. 


QUABBIN. 


The story of a small town with outlooks 
upon Puritan life. By F. H. Underwood 
LL.D. Illustrated. $1.75. 


2026 Camae St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The National Reform Press Association has 
made a contract under whieh the Western 
Newspaper Union will furnish from each of 
its ten offices, Plates and Ready-P.ints edited 
by W. S. Morgan, Sec. N. R. P. A., the matter 


5 cents per copy; $4 per hundred. 


Send orders to Miss Diana HIRSCHLER, 


contained in which is approved by Hon. H. E. 
Taubeneck, Chairman People’s Party National 
Committee, and is the only matter officially 


The Gospel of Wealth. 


By ANDREW CARNEGIE. 


recommended by the National Reform Press 
Association. Four pages of populist matter 
weekly, if you want that much. Original edi- 
torial page, news of the movement, cartoons, 
etc. The National Reform Press Association 


GOD’S IMAGE IN MAN. 


Some INrUITIVE PERCEPTIONS OF TRUTH 
By Henry Wood. Cloth, $1.00. 


This pamphlet has had an enormous sale in 
England, and ought to be read and studied by 
every American, showing as it does the views 
of an American mihionaire on the distribu- 
tion of wealth. It treats of: 


EDWARD BURTON 


By Henry Wood. 
cents. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 


DREAMS OF THE DEAD 


By Edward Stanton. Introduction by 
Edward S. Huntington. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 cents. 
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wealth. 


Free Reform Literature. 
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having been asked to take charge of the busi- 
ness of the Independent Newspaper Co. (the 
furnishing of completely printed populist 
pages) has included that branch in its con- 
tract with the Western Newspaper Union and 
that house will hereafter supply from its Chi- 
cogo and St. Louis offices, completely printed 
local people’s party newspapers for localities 
otherwise unable to support populist papers. 
By this plan no capital or newspaper experi- 
euce is necessary for publishing a people’s 
party paper, and thus we hope to greatly 
strengthen the people’s press in every state. 
For prices, samples, etc. of plates and half- 
prints, address WESTERN NEWSPAPER 
UNION, Chicago, St. Louis, Dallas, Kansas 
City, Winfield, Denver, Omaha, Lincoln, Des 
Moines or Detriot, For samples, circulars and 
full particulars in regard to completely printed 
local populist papers, address WESTERN 
NEWSPAPER UNION, Chicago or St.Loius. 
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The duty of the man of wealth, etc. 
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